Enhancing safety with potassium phosphates injection.
The inadvertent administration of concentrated potassium chloride resulting in patient death is well-documented in Canada and other countries. Vials of potassium phosphates contain more than twice the concentration of potassium compared to vials of potassium chloride concentrate. If inadequately diluted or administered too rapidly, intravenous potassium phosphate can also lead to serious patient harm. This article contains information reprinted with permission from an ISMP Canada Safety Bulletin (ISMP Canada, 2006, April 25) for the purpose of enhancing safety with potassium phosphates injection.